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be no religion at all. That morality can be dethroned by this mere remnant of 
religion, and that the latter is man's " highest actual possession," will perhaps 
be doubted even by many of the adherents of the prevailing religions. 

Faith in the universe, a " moral optimism," " a belief that there is a good 
tendency of things," is a valuable weapon in the struggle for existence, a means 
of furthering human labor : that much we concede to the author ; and, as a 
matter of fact, most atheists also have this faith in an order of the universe. The 
German socialists, for instance, who have become entirely estranged from the 
prevailing religions, who believe neither in God nor in immortality, cling to this 
feeling of confidence. Eugen Duhring, whom the present writer considers 
the most eminent contemporary philosopher, expresses it emphatically in his 
" Kursus der Philosophic als streng •wissenschaftlicher Weltanschauung und 
Lebensgestaltung" (Leipzig, Heimann, 1875), an( * ' n h* s "Ersatz der Religion 
durch Vollkommeneres" (Karlsruhe & Leipzig, H. Reuther, 1883). But this 
faith is not only a faith in the " supernatural power," but also in that part of the 
world which is closest to us and the central point of our interest, namely, 
humanity. Dr. Keibel does not seem to sufficiently realize the fact that from 
the stand-point of a philosophy that dismisses all supernaturalism, man him- 
self— -with his physical and mental powers — is a part of sovereign nature. 
" Nature" does not confront him, like the Jehovah of the Jews, as a stranger, as 
the master who is to be approached in humility by his servants. 

But while the author declares that faith in the supernatural is a possession 
accessible to every one, and for that reason to be given the preference over good 
character, he does not prove his assertion and thereby " dethrone morality." 
One who maintains an attitude of absolute pessimism cannot cherish such faith ; 
" Belief is not every man's affair." 

Neither has the author proved that humility towards the supernatural power 
is requisite to successful labor. Man is sufficiently protected against "vanity 
and arrogance" in reflecting upon the help from his fellow-beings, of which he 
stands constantly in need. Let him direct his thanks, not primarily towards un- 
feeling nature, but towards his brethren and sisters. One should give to human- 
ity what belongs to humanity. 

Notwithstanding the above criticisms, we recommend to the attention of 
readers Dr. Keibel's little book, which contains a large amount of well- 
arranged material. G. von Gizycki. 

NEW BOOKS. 

Essays in Literature and Philosophy. By Professor Edward Caird. 2 Vols. 
Glasgow : MacLehose, 1892. 

The Elements of Ethics. By J. H. Muirhead, M.A. London : John Mur- 
ray, 1892. 

The Elements of Economics. Vol. I. By Professor Alfred Marshall. Lon- 
don : Macmillan & Co., 1892. 

The Modern Factory System. By R. W. Cooke Taylor. London : Kegan 
Paul, 1891. 

Methods of Industrial Remuneration. By David F. Schloss. London : 
Williams & Norgate, 1892. 

Vol. II.— No. 4 36 



538 International Journal of Ethics. 

The Impossibility of Social Democracy. By Professor A. Schaffle. Lon- 
don : Swan Sonnenschein & Co., 1892. 

English Social Movements. By R. A. Woods. London : Sonnenschein & 
Co., 1892. 

NEW PAMPHLETS. 

Labour Church Tracts. No. I. " God in the Labour Movement." By John 
Trevor. Manchester, 1892. 

The Call for Currency Reform. By G. Handasyde Dick and Professor 
James Mavor. London : Effingham Wilson & Co., 1892. 

Emerson: A Lecture given before the London Ethical Society. By T. F. 
Husband, M.A. London: Co-operative Printing Society, 1892. 

Magazine Articles. 
March, 1892. 

" Social Problems in the Antipodes." General Booth. Contemporary Review. 

" The Idea of Liberal Education." D. C. Gilman. Educational Review. 

" Thoughts of a Human Automation." Henry Blanchard. Fortnightly 
Review. 

" The Poor Law and State Pensions." Professor Alfred Marshall. Economic 
Journal. 

" Goethe and Culture." H. Rose. Igdrasil. 

April, 1892. 

" Pleasure and Pain." Professor A. Bain. Mind. 

"The New Fellowship," etc. Seed-Time. 

" The Child and the Savage." Blackwood 's. 

" Christianity in the East." Rev. S. A. Barnett. Contemporary Review. 

" The Endowment of Old Age." Rev. J. F. Wilkinson. Contemporary 
Review. 

" Old- Age Pensions." J. Fletcher Moulton. Fortnightly Review. 

" Woman's Place in Modern Life." Madame Adam. Fortnightly Review. 

" Ethics and Politics." Professor R. E. Thompson. Homiletic Review. 

" The Labour Platform. Old Style." George Howell. New Review. 

" Christianity and Greek Philosophy." Rev. T. B. Kilpatrick. Thinker. 

" The True Aim of Education." W. J. Greenstreet. Westminster Review. 

" The Church and the Labour Movement." W. H. Wilkins. Newbery House 

Magazine. 

May, 1892. 

" Civilization, Social Order, and Morality in the United States." Blackwood's 
Magazine. 

" Amateur Christianity." W. H. Mallock. Fortnightly Review. 

" Spirit and Letter in Judaism and Christianity." Dr. M. Gudemann. Jewish 
Quarterly Magazine. 

" The Characteristics of an Ideal Lesson." Miss E. P. Hughes. Journal of 
Education. 

" Socialism." Hon. G. C. Brodrich. National Review. 

" A Charity Clearing-House." Rev. S. A. Barnett. Newbery House Magazine. 

" Anarchists and the Dynamite Scare." Stepniak. New Review. 



